
On 12th and 13th October 2021, a consortium of Barwood Land, Parker 
Strategic Land and Leicestershire County Council (LCC) held three 
workshops with local stakeholders and members of the public to share 
information on the early vision for a new settlement on land to the west of 

Stoney Stanton in Leicestershire. 

We are sharing this summary of the workshops’ key findings 
and next steps with all 4,750 households who were invited to 
attend. We are also sharing a more detailed written record of 
conversations on the day with the more than 100 people  
who were able to attend in person across the two days.  
The detailed summary will be also be available online  
at www.landwestofstoneystanton.co.uk 

These vision workshops were the first of multiple 
opportunities for community input and consultation through 
the months and years to come. This initial exercise was 
intended to outline where the project has progressed to at 
this very early stage; demonstrate that nothing has been 
decided yet; and, most importantly, listen to and engage with 
surrounding communities at the earliest possible opportunity. 
We understand that existing residents are wary of developers 
and development and therefore it is important that the 
project team builds trust amongst the people and businesses 
of Stoney Stanton, Sapcote, Elmesthorpe, Sharnford, Aston 
Flamville and the surrounding area. To maintain that trust we 
must also fulfil our intention of involving these communities in 
the evolution of the vision.

We understand the pride residents feel for their communities 
and want to support that by helping provide new facilities, 
infrastructure, green spaces and other community benefits 
through the development of a new place, which will help 
multiple generations of families continue to live in this beautiful 
area, as well as attracting new residents to the region. 

Workshop themes

The proposals will be shaped by working with the community 
and other key stakeholders to establish a clear vision for 
the site. This will set the primary design principles and 
objectives the site should deliver upon. After an introductory 
presentation from the project team, the workshops were split 
into four separate tables to discuss: homes and place, future 
community, the environment, and mobility. 

Your comments on 
these themes are shown 

on the following pages.

Land West of 
Stoney Stanton

Next steps

We hope both attendees and other members of the community 
agree that the workshops felt like important and productive 
introductory sessions. Engagement will not stop there. In the 
New Year we intend to establish both a community liaison 
group and a project-naming workstream; and, as requested, 
we will keep in touch, be clear in our communication and 
timelines and make our actions public. That’s why this is the 
first in a series of communications, which we will share with the 
community to update them on the project’s progress.
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Open questions from the community:

• What is the ultimate housing capacity of the site without 
'over-development'?

• How long will the project take from start to finish onsite?

• Should we take a Garden Village/Town approach using the 
Town and Country Planning Association (TCPA) principles?

• Could it be a new parish?

• Where will people work and how will they get there?

• How will the new settlement interact with the proposed Rail Freight 
Interchange (RFI) in terms of employment and outlook?

• How do you ensure that the Vision is delivered in full? 

Project team actions:

• Continue to liaise with Blaby District Council (BDC) and 
other local stakeholders on local requirements, priorities and 
expectations.

• Reference the 'Fosse Villages Neighbourhood Plan' and local 
historical sources.

• Evolve the 'Fosse Village Design Concept and Code' as 
a fundamental part of the visioning process, including 
streetscape and open spaces.

• Set out a 'specification' for homes as part of the early design work.

• Research the existing and likely future characteristics of the 
local employment market.

• Continue to monitor and engage with the emerging  
RFI proposals.

• Identify a preferred settlement structure i.e. One new 
settlement or several little ones.

Open questions from the community:

• Can the new scheme help solve the existing flooding problems?

• What type of renewable energy generation would be most 
appropriate for the site, e.g. Wind turbines or solar panels?

• What type of landscape function and uses could lie within the 
green buffers between settlements?   

Project team actions:

• Develop a measurable and reviewable sustainability strategy 
for the project.

• Develop a project brief that covers sustainability, climate 
change and futurology.

• Make use of existing LCC and Local Flood Action Group 
information and work with them to develop proposals that 
also help to solve existing flooding issues.

• Develop a masterplan strategy that meets the objective of 
maintaining usable green buffers.

• Commission an arboriculture survey to ascertain the quality 
and extent of existing vegetation.

• Continue design evolution with improving PROW, cycling 
provision and active mobility as a major vision objective.

• Develop a ‘Landscape Strategy’ which contains both ‘green’ 
and ‘blue’ infrastructure elements.

• Discuss playing pitch strategy with BDC.

Open questions from the community:

• What’s in it for existing residents?

• Could a new ‘Super GP’ facility solution be provided for both 
existing and new residents?

• Can the landscaped areas be ‘gifted’ to the Parish Council?

• Who will maintain the large areas of parks and landscape? 

Project team actions:

• Identify all facilities and services requirements and make them a 
key objective of the vision, including a clear timetable.

• Consider a new community where everything people need is 
within a 15-minute walk.

• Develop a retail strategy considering likely demand and the 
‘pros’ and ‘cons’ of providing a larger retail offer onsite.

• Open further dialogue with the LCC Education team, NHS 
Trust and local constabulary.

• Review Secure by Design requirements at all stages of vision 
and design development work.

Open questions from the community:

• What kind of bus service is viable?

• Is it feasible to introduce a new train station on the 
Birmingham to Leicester line with or without the RFI?

• Could the land for a new station be ‘safeguarded’ even if it is 
not possible to re-instate a station at this stage?

• When will the future of the Rail Freight Interchange (RFI) and its 
likely impact become clear?

• Who will work at the RFI, where will they live, and how will 
they travel?

• How can the delivery of infrastructure be guaranteed? 

Project team actions

• Specify active travel network improvements as key objectives 
in any vision or policy documents. 

• A sustainable, affordable and deliverable public transport 
offer must be a pre-requisite of the proposals.

• Open a dialogue with public transport operating companies.

• Undertake comprehensive transport modelling using LCC data.

• Look to improve existing local and strategic transport issues, 
as well as meeting the needs of the new community.

• Gain a greater understanding of the RFI proposals and their 
impact on the local community.

• Liaise with Network Rail to understand whether a new 
station is feasible.

• Prioritise protection of existing villages in any future 
construction management plans.

Next Steps — 2022 engagement activity:

• Be clear about the format the final vision will take

• Expand existing project website

• Establish a community liaison group

• Launch a project-naming workstream

• Continue offering direct engagement with  
the development team

• Conduct further detailed studies and evidence  
base work

• Shift to web-led communications

How to get in touch:
contact@landwestofstoneystanton.co.uk

0808 168 8296


